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_LOmparatwc d’chvcrlcq via the Mekon tc: the camtal.m 1974 nnd 1975.
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e rolc. North i~V|ctnamc«w pl]otq have . bccn notcd conductm;, lin&ltcd dlr't(-{..mlm(l; E
' attack trmmng uxmg the MIG'I()S. North \)Ictnam llowwc r, alre ncly has ‘nhnut 125 | l
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576th Artnllcry chxmunt is operating m Quang Ngm Pro\hncc in muthcrn MR 1.
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I ,Allst-t;xu-

,Statu,s of NVA and Pnthot Laov For'ces_ in La_o_sI

'\'1 NVA a ot Lao Forces in Laos .
. : ! o] gy "'e.! Doy . Lo I
' A recent ;CIA/DIA rwncw of Commumst mllntary[ forces in Lam mdu.ucs th.lt
there are '|h cstlmutcd 60 000 North. lemnmcqc .md I’uthct ‘Lao, iorwk in" the
a tduntry, uf whluh 32,000 are combat troops and 2I8 000, aré lng,mm personnel,
When the casé-fire ‘went into effect in l"cbru.lry 1973, thcrc WU’L 113.000 troops -
57,000 combat zmd 56, OOO support’ pcrsonnel (see: I’.lhlcx B 1 and B- 2') The | ..
decline of 47 % in over .\H mlllt.u'y strcngth ‘during thc‘bast two ycarq rcsultcd from | |
, a ﬂxz..mflumt rulmtxon in. North Vnunamw, prucnuL wlnk P.lthct Lao ktrcngth i
remained rclanvulv constant, North chtnamcec troom cmrcntlv uccount for 45%
of the totul -' comparcd with: ne 1rly|75% ago - thclr strcngth having

now t.lllc 'i)clow that ol the Pathet L.no:ylor the flm llmd smLc thc lato.} 19605,

— : 1 o o T s ) . R
; | l\ o ' : _ cioa
\ b o - d N
; E ’. . R | . . .

. |
‘ ; . i

| i‘ y : i | 4|] | ‘\ i |

l[ o !t l* | L Lo 0
In I”clml. l‘)73. ll.mol had 81 000 troops sta mncd m [ m\l threcHfourths
of whom w&:m| wmmxttcdf to the protbut:oln and quppl rt of |th Nmth Vndnamcsc
lo&,mmwystem in. the Paphandle. Smw thcn, 56,000 North V|c {ndmese military
personnel h ave rcloulul to North or South Vlctnah\.chuLW% 1hc mniphcr of"
combat. dnd lognsm pcrqon el in Laos by two’-thlr(lq Tlm dr.nwdcwn nmludcd tréops.
in_two mlnntrb dwmom the 316th mul 968th), : three Indcpcn(luntf mf'm‘ry. and

l
|
l(] zmtmlru‘u[t' rcpnncnm as well as 9000 elmlnccrum!aml mhcr Io;.:mc pc}snnnol g | ;
|
1
<
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

There ate now only 27, ()b() North Vlulnamcw tmop:s lh Lank., of Kvlmm| 10,000
are coml;at troops. .md thc remiaining 1’7 000 are laustlc bcrj:onncl 2 iM’uur comh.n!

. | N N
units now ~ons|st of only four mfunuy To;.lmcnts (stthé .\ccmnpanvm; map).

| ] || A o I ¥ '

R 1' I i) e | 3 SR

o Onga l'Qt.,lOlldl l)d\l$. despite th: m.bor rv,dm.t1 ons ih «trcngth the North
. . - i i N K N

Victnamese |still mmntmn 20,000 troops‘. in southern: Luoq ‘nr .lhnui 75% of iheir

) 0

t()tal in- munlr}y lorw T the same pmpornon as m thc p’hl Ql 'th(‘w 15,000

are dlrcutly mvnlvcd with the Iogmm ¢ srrndnr wlm.h LOHHI\UN to |t‘m.un :in intcgrul
part of {‘thg' orm ngn imese eyqtumut ;eupport Comm\m st Iorccs in South
Victnam' and adjacent ‘aréas. Hanoi almost icrtamly wn}l not ab mdnn tlm &)mdor
despite the dc\lclop}nunlo d major altern 1Ilwc "O""l":fE . Com munm Route 14 |

throm,h .wc%tov{n South Vietiam smlcc the |bcginnlng ol lhc c .m-lnrc p( rn(tul I‘hc
AR [0 I L A I

| H H : ; . o | ! ,4| .
|. For illmtrmivh purpom. Table B-J provlld R es im‘ntu or Comlrlnhnlqt ln:rcm in %uth Vietnam and
Cambodia. l“'| LR ] E?i"'”1i SRR

|
|
. . ‘ ’ :
2. Slncc the chmmy 1973 cemq-ﬂtc our know edge, of Communist fbrees in Laos hnq ulcndlly deteriorated. I
|
|

\

O

M n rundll. wb no onger have 4 timely and complete pl}.uho nl‘ Communist mrcci in an. ,!
and some nd(lltlonnl thlh Vietnanese unitr p(mlhly Mvc hoen wllhdmwn = OF BVEeR infiltrated T undeteicted.
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 maintenance of this qutcm will cont’inuc to rcqulrc a lurge pcrrmncnt manpowc .

commitment,’ alth(mg.h it' will be far léss th.m that needed bcforc thc ce lqlc -firc.

. 1
; v ! ,‘53 , ; , - g “ ! '| = .'

- Overall Pathct L.xo strength and cmabllntlcs ]mv; nel 1chanz,cd upprccmbly;
pcrnm . dc%pilc tlkc halt in_the flghtnu. thuroorg.uuy.nmn '
of communcl' lmw.i,.md intensified cffortqv 1t rccruitmcnt ’Pdthct Luo soldlcry

durmg thL CLMI(.‘-fITC

.y |

contmue to sul er from gcmmlly the sanwduﬂclcnuc ns govcrnmont troom. poor.

le: ldLl‘Shlp. a low Iuvel ofmbor.ulc, m.ldo.quatc training, .1 lack of‘ the will' to fight,
and - if rcccht US ob%rvatlons of the ¢ arc of mcdmnnd cqulﬁmcnt in tho cities
'nn be gcnu‘uh?ed % woif:lly deficient dttcntlon to ‘(,(]lllp cnt m.untmancc

" |1 [ ) -
|

Dun{u_z thci last two ycum Pathet Lao mzlntary fortc h ave undc.rgonc two:
m‘uor changcs First;, to m{pLow. command dnd control, thur bcst c.ombat batialions
lmvc bccn g?mipcd 'intoiat [east three u'nd poselbly. as many as fnvurugmnnl'
rcgimente. l"lmL rcg,lnmcntq which vary iﬁ size from: nlmut (»00 to 1 SOO mcn;

|\
operate acrom pruvnmml !l‘nc and are dcploycd to dcl’cnd kc\/ strategic | arcu

Sucond P.nthct Lao umts hz‘vc gradually rcpl.u.cd North Vlcln.uncqc comhut forw |

, 1
at many front line posmo s to lower |the ldttCl‘S proﬁlc in Laoq T{hl\ mchcath
a %nsltwity |to|c1it|c1<m 0 the contmuul prcscm.c of North Vlctn.nmcec tronps

in Laos, and rcﬂcctq .1 growmg North Vlutnamcee conﬁdcm boih in thc dur.lblhty_j
of the L.lm Lcaee fnre md m the abnhty of the Puthet Lao to udcqu itely clefcnd

l

ug;xinet thc llmltcd thrc.xt poqucl by gg\lcrmmnt forccs o ; . i !
i I

I }
[t | I b P |
: bl | : 4 . ! '
|I . “\ . ' . I

1
i

Durmg thc' .mt two yeurs, govunmult forces have dLL“ﬂc(] consndcmbly in
strength. In hbruary l‘)ﬂs there w;ru}74 000 govcrn nent LOll\bdt (rcgul.xre and

I
gucrrillas). and wpport tmopq plm 17,000 Th.n pcreoilmc Smcc thcn. tlu1 Thais
have rcturnul hlomu numcrom "ghosts .', II.WL been rem
and a conqudcmblc dcmoblll/.mon of rugul.\r army unids and vill

1PN |
has . ou.urrcdu Govcrnmcnt orees currcn’\tly humber 52, bOO men

|
tu.c dcfcmc ¢fon.c

and 27, 000 mplport lorw 4- and plxm% u‘ll for thc totul to bhe fur her reduced

to' 46,000 by Uune .1975
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oved from nuhr.nry rosters,

T ’5 000 combat ,
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NVA/PL Military Forces in Laos
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